
 

 
This is a report of the mass zoom call organised by The World Transformed, Momentum 
and Labour for a Green New Deal on Tuesday 19th May entitled ‘The Green New Deal: 

A People’s Recovery from the Corona and Climate Crises’. Over 300 people 
attended the call and the speakers were: Eleanor Salter, Jayati Ghosh, Sakina Sheikh, 

Steve Turner & JW Mason.  
 

To be kept informed about future zoom calls and all other TWT activities please join our 
mailing list: bit.ly/TWTjoin 

 
To help us sustain our work, you can join our Supporters Network: 

https://theworldtransformed.org/support/ 

____________________________________________________ 

Introduction 
 
On this week’s call we will be looking at why the coronavirus crisis has made the Green New                  
Deal - a program for rapid, public-led green economic transformation - more urgent and              
important than ever.  
 
The coronavirus pandemic has created economic devastation and is already making inequalities            
worse. We’ve seen rich people retreat to their leafy bunkers and workers thrust onto the               
frontline, applauded but made even more precarious. Meanwhile, rich nations compete for vital             
equipment, leaving Global South countries to fend for themselves. 
 
At the same time, the crisis is exposing, in stark relief, the flaws in our economic system, a                  
system that puts profits ahead of people’s health and the living world. It has come in the wake of                   
the escalating climate crisis, and rising movements for climate justice. We know that we need               
our own recovery plan, one very different from anything hatched by Conservative politicians,             
bankers and right-wing think tanks to get us back to a failing status quo. Luckily we already                 
have one. A Green New Deal offers a recovery from the crisis that puts people and planet first. 
 
A Green New Deal means public investment to revive and reshape our economy, scaling up               
sectors we need, like healthcare and green energy, while transitioning away from fossil fuels              
and carbon-intensive industries. It means providing training and green jobs for all who want              
them, including a just transition for workers in polluting industries like oil and aviation. It means                
public ownership at home and technology transfer abroad—a more democratic economy run by             
and for the many. Above all, it involves a collective effort to transform our society to a healthier,                  
greener, fairer and more democratic future. 
 

 

http://bit.ly/TWTjoin
http://bit.ly/TWTjoin
https://theworldtransformed.org/support/


 

Here’s a few of the key questions we, our speakers and all of you joining us will be looking at                    
tonight. How have the prospects for a Green New Deal changed after the pandemic and how                
can the Green New Deal respond to the economic fallout of the pandemic? How can we make                 
sure it’s a global Green New Deal? And finally, perhaps most importantly, how do we organize                
for the Green New Deal in our new reality? How can we unite the climate justice movement,                 
unions and the Labour Party left around these demands? 

Speakers 

Eleanor Salter (Policy lead, Labour for a Green New Deal) 
 

- Lots of contestation around the Green New Deal and what that is. Labour for a Green 
New deal is a radical eco-socialist programme to tackle the climate and inequality crises 
simultaneously.  

- First started pushing for a GND last year, building support amongst Labour membership 
before passing a socialist GND motion at the 2019 conference.  

- In December, organised to try to make the election a climate one rather than a Brexit 
one.  

- The GND is fundamentally about rapid decarbonisation, which is necessary to avert total 
climate breakdown. It’s also grounded on notions of climate justice and a just transition. 
The brunt of decarbonisation is worn by the wealthy rather than workers. About 100 
companies make up 70% of the world’s carbon emissions.  

- Been pushing for the GND as an opportunity rather than something that’s limiting. That’s 
fundamental to the climate of this pandemic, which is demanding transformative change 
based on hope for a better world.  

 
- Coronavirus has exposed a lot about the current system. It’s exposed the limits of 

individualism, the real capacity of the state, and the entrenched inequality and precarity 
in society.  

- It’s shown we need deep economic change so people’s security and health comes 
before profit.  

- Coronavirus has ruled out once and for all the idea that individual actions are capable of 
stopping climate breakdown. Emissions have to drop 7.6% every year for the next 
decade to limit global warming to 1.5 degrees- which is the upper temperature limit for 
human activity on the planet.  

- Even during lockdown, even with the shutdown of the world economy and quarantine 
enforced, low carbon lifestyles, the UK’s emissions have not reached that 7.6% drop. 
We’ve probably dropped about 5.5%, so individualism is dead.  

- Coronavirus has also brought state intervention back onto the table, after a long hiatus. 
We’ve seen the homeless being housed and the state taking over the railways.  

 



 

- It’s been astonishing seeing both the speed and scale of finance that’s been rolled out 
under emergency conditions- it proves that the kind of mobilisation needed for a GND is 
very much possible.  

- It proves what we knew all along: climate inaction is a political choice rather than an 
economic necessity.  

- That’s not to say that all state intervention is good- the point has been made that the 
kind of interventions we’re seeing at the moment are protecting certain interests at the 
expense of others.  

- But, at its root, the ability of the state to implement the fundamental changes has 
become a reality again. 

- Coronavirus has changed the way we can approach a Green New Deal, and the climate 
crisis more broadly- it no longer has to be viewed dichotomously as one crisis vs 
another, where the climate always loses. Coronavirus and the GND slot together 
because we are now facing a looming recession, and mass unemployment of up to 12%. 

- The original New Deal of the 1930s was designed as a major recovery package 
responding to the great depression, and so the contemporary GND can be used as a 
pre-packaged, ‘oven ready’ recovery plan for the impact of Coronavirus.  

 
What should we, on the left, be demanding specifically from a post-COVID Green New Deal?  
 

- Core arguments are for public ownership, a massive new jobs programme and an 
understanding of universal rights. Crucially, we must take on the big polluters and rebuild 
support for a green recovery.  

- Public ownership is fundamental to the GND because the state can plan long term, and 
implement the equitable sharing of benefits, where the private sector can’t.  

- Not just about ownership of things like rail and utilities, crucial as they are, one of the 
things Coronavirus has exposed is that certain things, and big polluters, are incompatible 
with a 1.5 degree future. Within the GND movement we should be pushing for a 
managed decline of these carbon intensive sectors.  

- There’s been a lot of discussion about the aviation sector, for example, which has been 
floundering in the pandemic. Rather than bailing them out, so taxpayer money can be 
redistributed to shareholders (which has already happened with Easyjet), they should be 
brought back into public hands. Air travel could then be scaled down, using mechanisms 
like a frequent flyer levy and domestic flights could be phased out entirely. This would 
drastically reduce our emissions and ensure that, rather than being laid off, workers are 
supported through a just transition.  

- Another core battle is jobs. The scale of climate breakdown and the unemployment 
crisis, at 2 million people in the UK, strengthens the argument for state provision of 
fulfilling and sustainable work. During the 2019 election, Labour proposed 1 million 
climate jobs, and the potential scale of unemployment after Coronavirus demands that 
kind of ambition again as a core part of the green recovery.  

 



 

- Ed Miliband recently announced a zero carbon army of workers- they’re a welcome first 
step and show movement in the right direction from Labour, but we need to make sure 
these jobs are unionised and in publicly owned companies.  

- A Green jobs programme would expand work in low carbon and green sectors, like care 
work and agricultural work. It could also be the foundation for a renewable energy 
system to facilitate the shift away from fossil fuels.  

- We need to be thinking about a new discourse of universal rights- things like the right to 
green space, affordable housing- lockdown has exposed the injustice and inequality in 
our society. We should be thinking about that discourse as we move forward 
post-Coronavirus.  

- As we fight for system change, we need to be internationalist in our outlook- from calls to 
cancelling global south debt to state support of fossil fuels abroad. There’s a new Global 
Green New Deal group being set up for this purpose.  

- In terms of the Labour movement- Keir ran on a platform to hardwire the GND 
throughout Labour policy. We’ve seen some tentative steps towards GND framing with 
Ed Miliband. The real substantive policy commitments are yet to be fully decided. 
There’s scope there to campaign for radical measures that Labour for a Green New Deal 
will be launching this week.  

- Working with local councils in the buildup to the 2021 elections is critical. There’s 
potential for councillors to intervene- we need a mixture of localised, national and 
international measure for decarbonisation.  

 
(Attendee question) How can the Labour Party link with other left parties in the global north and 
south to develop shared visions for a GND? 
 

- This is really important. Even this call is global, so there’s definitely scope to organise 
something like an international GND conference. These sorts of things have been 
proposed by the Sunrise movement in the US. 

- There’s more we can do to build a bigger coalition of groups. It will be a long time before 
we can meet in person, but it’s a good thing to push for a global conference to be 
sharing political education and resources.  

 
(Attendee question) State intervention is vital, but surely it should be a decentralised model 
based on local democracy, not a centralised top down one? 
 

- A matter of mixed ownership models- these definitely work. Nationally, certain utilities 
work better at a national scale, whereas others work better locally owned. E.g water can 
be run in a low carbon way if done by the state. That definitely doesn’t exclude things 
like local energy projects, reforestation projects etc- these should be run on a local scale. 
The mixed bag of ownership models is really important to ensure we cover all grounds.  

 
Resources: 

 



 

- LabGND mailing list sign-up: 
https://actionnetwork.org/forms/join-labour-for-a-green-new-deal 

- Follow them on Facebook: www.facebook.com/LabGND 
- Common Wealth’s report on the Global Green New Deal: 

https://www.common-wealth.co.uk/reports/for-a-global-green-new-deal 

Jayati Ghosh (Professor of Economics at JNU, New Delhi) 
 

- I want a multi-coloured new deal. I want a Green New Deal for the reasons that were 
already expressed, but I want a purple new deal- the colour of the care economy. We 
need red because it has to be egalitarian.  

- There is so much out there about green technologies and ideas about renewable energy 
being co-opted by global capitalism as the next big profit opportunity. We’ve seen what 
inegalitarian policies can do. We have to make sure this new deal is strongly 
multi-coloured.  

- The pandemic has taught us that we’re in it together- we cannot pretend to do something 
nicely on our own little Island, it won’t help. We cannot hope to address the major 
challenges we face without a much more concerted international effort- that’s essential.  

- The pandemic has taught us that you can’t neglect healthcare. It’s emphasised the 
gendered element of healthcare, and how much of it is provided by underpaid and 
unpaid women across the developing and developed world.  

- How it’s provided doesn’t just matter for people’s wellbeing, but it matters for the 
economy. If you neglect it it will come back and bite you to the point where even 
economies flounder and don’t survive.  

- The other thing the pandemic has taught us is something that we’d forgotten for a long 
time- the importance of planning. Having a clear plan to do anything, and making sure 
that plan has been developed in a participatory way, and in a way that people recognise 
and will implement properly. If you don’t do that, you get the sorts of messes we’re 
seeing in India and the UK at the moment, and many others.  

- We have seen in situations where there is participatory planning, it works. For example 
in Kerala, Vietnam and Cuba. You get a completely different response to a pandemic, 
and a different ability of people to be resilient. The outcome is much less unequal.  

- The reason a new deal must be international is obvious. What are the elements of that 
internationalism that we need immediately and in the medium term? 

- Immediately, we have to have any discussion about a green new deal bringing in the 
massive concerns of developing country debt. We need an immediate debt standstill,it 
cannot be repaid. It’s impossible. Eventually, there needs to be a restructuring of this 
debt.  

- We have to think about enabling greater access to resources to the developing world 
immediately to cope with the pandemic, and over time, so they can bring in the kinds of 
public investments that are required.  

 

https://actionnetwork.org/forms/join-labour-for-a-green-new-deal
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- One major element of that could well be distributing international liquidity in the form of 
SDRs- special drawing rights from the IMF distributed to all countries in proportion to 
their quota in the IMF.  

- Poor and developing countries get smaller shares of the quota, but it’s still a lot of foreign 
exchange reserves in their conditions. The rich countries end up losing these because 
they already have international reserve currencies. If they were serious about this, if 
there’s a big increase in international SDR allocation, they should give significant parts of 
the quotas away to developing countries.  

- The 3rd immediate thing we must push for is capital controls. As long as finance is 
allowed to stomp around, it can create such vulnerability, fragility and volatility, that you 
can’t implement any of the things inherent to a GND- in the developing world they 
definitely can’t because they’d get immediate capital flight.  

- These controls must be globally recognised otherwise developing countries, as usual, 
will face capital flight.  

- We’re all going to need lots of other resources, like much more taxation of wealth. This 
can be done within nations but we need a global asset registry, which needs 
international cooperation and agreement.  

- We need to tax multinationals, and ensure they pay the same taxes as domestic 
companies. That can be done through unitary taxation, but we need international 
cooperation.  

- We need to control intellectual property rights. They have become a major instrument of 
control of concentration, attracting rents away from productive purposes into controlling 
assets and controlling knowledge. They prevent knowledge being able to be used for the 
public good.  

- We are seeing this in the case of the pandemic- that if there’s a vaccine developed, 
we’re all concerned about whether it’s going to be a monopoly with patents, priced in a 
way that’s inaccessible to many people. We need to immediately demand that vaccines 
are public and patent free.  

- We must demand that the technologies needed to get to a green world are accessible 
and affordable. We need to do something about the obscene system of intellectual 
property rights.  

- Finally, we need to emphasise redistribution and taxation is one element of this. The 
original new deal had recovery, in terms of expansion, it had regulation of labour markets 
and capital markets, and it had redistribution. We must also emphasise redistribution, 
through taxation as well as much more universal provision of basic needs and public 
services. They need to form a strong part of what we want our societies and quality of 
life to look like.  

- We have to stop talking about growth and GDP as a goal. It’s not a goal, it could happen 
alongside these measurements but ultimately it’s a terrible indicator and doesn’t indicate 
material welfare or tell us about quality of life. Moving away from the obsession with 
GDP will enable us to get to this global new deal.  

 

 



 

(Attendee question) How can we internationalise the demands you were talking about- around 
taxation, living wages and technology? 
 

- Many of these demands are international- e.g. you can’t tax a multinational just in your 
own country, because they shift their profits elsewhere. You prevent that by saying that 
the multinational is treated as one entity, and we’ll tax at a base rate. Everyone has to do 
that base rate- I’ll just tax you my share of your global profits. Stop them being able to 
shift the wealth around.  

- Similarly, to tax the wealthy, you need to know where they’re stashing away their wealth, 
so you need a global asset registry. That cooperation will enable you to ensure you can 
actually prevent rich people putting their money elsewhere.  

- These demands are international, but have to get support from the global north as well 
as the global south. That’s the only way it’ll get sufficient traction.  
 

(Attendee question) You mentioned participatory planning processes, it would be great to hear 
more about those and how they could be scaled up across the world, in different local contexts.  
 

- The countries that have managed this pandemic the best are places where states have 
a strong left orientation, and a largely well educated population that feel they have a 
strong voice in the system, and where their concerns are paramount.  

- That creates a level of trust, which, in turn, enables you to do things without 
enforcement. Draconian measures aren’t necessary, you can explain to people, and help 
and design things that recognise the specific needs of people’s living and working 
arrangements, and enable them to have containment measures that actually work.  

- In India, the lockdown has killed hundreds of people and destroyed livelihoods. It’s been 
obscene, and they haven’t even contained the virus. The two models are very stark, and 
show that you can only do this with participatory, democratic planning exercises.  

- We upscale it by letting the rest of the world know what we’re missing. If you don’t do 
this, you’re condemned to this illogical, irrational, incompetent and deadly form of 
governance. 

 
Resources 
 

- Jayati’s piece for Progressive International: 
https://progressive.international/blueprint/80b03a68-68ca-4322-a3ad-c91775f167b9-jaya
ti-ghosh-how-to-build-the-global-green-new-deal/en  
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Steve Turner (assistant general secretary, Unite the Union) 
 

- This is going to be a battle of ideas that we’ve got to win. It’s going to be hard work to 
win the public over to the changes we need.  

- Millions of people are continuing to work through this- this pandemic, if it’s done anything 
at all, has shown us who is really useful, and who the real key workers are. That’s a 
good starting point for a discussion on the sort of economy we need to transition to.  

- The reality is our key workers are undervalued, low paid and treated with very little 
dignity. We need to do something about that. Transitioning our economy is about 
treating people with dignity and respect.  

- This crisis has exposed a number of things- a complete lack of resilience in local supply 
networks, and inability to produce for ourselves locally. We need resilience in our supply 
chains.  

- The collapsing demand will lead to a very deep recession. We already know that 
technically we’re in recession- we’ll be in a global recession as we start to come out of 
this.  

- Unite have had 3 priorities throughout this pandemic: 
- 1. Ensure the safety of members, their families and our communities.  
- 2. To protect people’s pay as best as we can, to ensure growing levels of household 

debt (already at record levels), don’t extend beyond the course of this lockdown, and 
people aren’t insecure in their properties. Job retention scheme has been a key part in 
that- though there are questions unanswered, we shouldn't lose sight of it as a victory for 
our class. 

- 3. Ensure people have decent jobs to return to. Either millions of people will lose their 
jobs once this pandemic is over, or we’ll reset the clock. That’s about a new economy 
and a new politics.  

- We’re in real danger of seeing 3.5 million people unemployed in the UK- 12% of the 
working population. That may well be a conservative estimate of where unemployment 
will be if we don’t act.  

- Recessions cost lives too.  
- What sort of jobs could we see as part of a GND, preventing recessions and mass 

unemployment? 
- Public transport. Steel industries and aerospace can have a just transition, so can the 

automobile sector.  
- We need to bring workers with us to ensure communities are supported, and we’re not 

going back into this position we found ourselves in with the mining communities in the 
1980s. The government threw hundreds of thousands of workers under the bus and 
walked away.  

- We all know we need to move into carbon capture and clean energy generation and 
capture.  

 



 

- We need free fibre optic broadband and to build new council homes that are well 
insulated to ensure they’re carbon neutral.  

- These are all opportunities for us, but these opportunities need to be taken. If we want to 
reset the clock and reshape our society, we need to localise production to meet needs of 
the future.  

- The TUC has called for a national council of recovery. This is the sort of programme 
introduced in the 60s and 70s, where trade unions and employers, on a cross party 
basis, sat down and planned the economy.  

- That needs a different government than the one we have now of course. This is about 
intervention, and making sure we take decisions on public ownership, and intervene.  

- We’ve got expertise and technology to create a greener future.  
- We need to get involved in reparations to the global south. This should be provided free 

of charge to everybody, including the global south.  
- Globally, the right has a plan to make working class communities pay for a crisis not of 

our making. We need a plan too, we need to develop our programme.  
- We need to get online to share and express our views and get social network building. It 

has to be a broad social movement.  
 
(Attendee question) How can we win consensus around the Green New Deal with rank and file 
union members in and out of carbon intensive industries? 
 

- We can use the mass unemployment as a result of the crisis as a means to build 
consensus on these new opportunities.  

- That’s where we can win the argument. It’s not an easy argument, but we need to win 
the confidence of working people.  

 
(Attendee question) Is there a role for a shorter working week without a reduction in pay in 
redistributing work? 
 

- Yes, shorter working time, job rotation and shared work are opportunities we should 
take. 

- Shouldn’t be afraid of automation- it’s just a question of who has power over it.  
- Should also retire earlier. How can we make the retirement age later when there are so 

many young people unemployed? 
- If we can share work out, or use technology to help us do that, we should absolutely do 

it.  
- That’s an industrial and political fight.  

 
JW Mason (Associate Professor of Economics at John Jay College, 
CUNY, fellow at the Roosevelt Institute) 
 

 



 

1. A problem like climate change inherently requires planning. It’s not the kind of problem that 
markets can solve.  

- Market based measures like taxes and subsidies aren’t the tools that will work to solve 
the climate crisis, or deal with a crisis like the Coronavirus.  

- The mobilisation around WWII in the US and other nations demonstrates this. These 
were planned economies, with the great majority of investment carried out by the public 
sector. At the end of the war, many industries were owned by the public sector. Most of 
what was built by the private sector was built with public financing.  

- That wasn’t because the administration of the US was ideologically committed to that, 
they were very reluctant to go down this route, but it simply became that the scale of 
economic reorganisation required by the war effort could not be brought about through 
markets. You quickly hit bottle necks and shortages.  

- Private sectors can’t bear risk like the public sector can. Private finance is reluctant to 
take on the dangers of devoting resources to new industries.  

- Transition to a green economy will require that kind of central planning.  
 

2. The GND will solve a long-standing problem in the global economy of weak demand and 
stagnation.  

- We have an ongoing problem of weak demand. Coming out of the coronavirus we’re 
going to have a catastrophic recession. The incomes that have been lost now will not 
magically reappear when the economy reopens.  

- Even before this crisis, most of the world was suffering from chronic stagnation and 
weak demand. In the US, GDP was 15% or more below the trend of a decade ago. 
There was no return to that trend. That has also been true in most of Europe. We’ve 
seen wage stagnation, low inflation, falling commodity prices and declining employment. 
We never saw a proper recovery after the last crisis.  

- The reality is we’ve needed more public spending than we’ve had for quite some time.  
- The reality is that we live in a world dominated by austerity.  
- It may be that only the challenge of decarbonisation will create the conditions for public 

and private sectors to spend as much as is needed to overcome this chronic stagnation 
in the economy.  

- We’ve had low interest rates for the past decade that have been very ineffective at 
stimulating spending. If anything they only stimulate asset speculation. 

- Clearly what’s needed is to move away from conventional monetary policy toward direct 
allocation of credit by central banks and the public sector, just to stabilise the economy 
and boost demand.  

- Again, the only way we may convince the authorities they need to move in that direction 
is to channel credit into industries to decarbonise the economy.  

- Green investment solves both the problem of decarbonising but also the problem of the 
failure of conventional monetary policy.  
 

3. A programme like the GND is not simply a response to the climate crisis, but will also leave 
the majority of people better off than they are today.  

 



 

- There’s a destructive and wrong idea that decarbonisation involves austerity and 
sacrifice. Giving up things that people need today in order to preserve the planet for our 
grandchildren.  

- Obviously that would be an ethical thing to do, but the reality is that it assumes we’re 
fully using all of our resources and labour today. 

- There’s an enormous amount of slack. There are many people who could be working 
and would like to be working that aren’t. There’s an enormous number of people that are 
working but are doing less productive jobs than they’re capable of. There’s also a lot of 
finance available that’s being invested because of a lack of demand.  

- All that slack can be mobilised to produce what’s needed to decarbonise the economy, 
without giving up the stuff people need today. 

- In WWII, at the height of the war 40-45% of US GDP went directly to the military. Most 
people assume that there was sacrifice on the homefront, but there wasn’t. Civilian 
consumption in the US continued to rise through the war. That’s because so much 
additional labour was mobilised by the war, productivity rose rapidly.  

- We can easily imagine something similar today. An enormous amount of wasted labour 
and wasted productive potential that will be mobilised by spending required to deal with 
the climate catastrophe.  

- Spending on that scale is an enormous force for income equality.  
- Workers gain bargaining power due to the high pressure economy of the work. We 

clearly see that same pattern today, when we have low demand and stagnation, it’s the 
people at the bottom of the income scale who suffer the most. When we have relatively 
strong demand, it’s people who are usually at the back of the line to get hired or 
promoted who benefit the most.  

- If we have spending on the scale that our crisis requires, the disproportionate 
beneficiaries of that are going to be people who are most left out of the labour market 
today.  

- We should not think of the GND as a sacrifice we’re making, it is something we should 
be doing anyway, and a set of measures that will leave the vast majority of people better 
off.  

 
(Attendee question) Is it possible to invest in a Green New Deal, and improve living conditions, 
whilst also reducing aggregate consumption, particularly in the global north? 
 

- I don’t think that’s helpful or necessary. We’re going to change our forms of consumption 
in some ways, but thinking in terms of a reduction of consumption isn’t helpful. 

- We have to think of a world of climate abundance. Yes, we’ll be driving fewer cars and 
taking fewer trips and eating less meat, but if we do this right we’ll have much more 
abundant public goods and spaces. We’ll have leisure, public transportation that we 
don’t currently have. It’s wrong to frame this in terms of reduced living standards across 
the board, and it’s wrong to imagine there’s a hard and fast link between energy 
consumption and material well being in general.  
 

 



 

(Attendee question) How does the public sector prop up the private sector with subsidies and 
tax credits etc.? 
 

- It’s possible to worry a little too much about that. It’s the reality that we live in a system in 
which production decisions are in the hands, for the most part, of private individuals for 
profit.  

- We would like to move in the direction of more public production and public control over 
finance, but as long as we live in a world where production is carried out by businesses 
for profit, doing any of the things we want to do is going to prop up some of those 
businesses and generate profits for them. 

- We can cripple the public sector and our ability to transform the world in the way we 
want if we’re too averse to private businesses' benefit in the short term. That shouldn’t 
be a deal breaker.  

 
Resources 
 

- JW’s paper for the Roosevelt Institute: 
https://rooseveltinstitute.org/public-role-in-economic-transformation-lessons-from-world-
war-ii/  

 
Sakina Sheikh (Labour councillor for Lewisham and Climate Justice 
campaigner at Platform) 
 

- We’ve heard from the other speakers both about the tragedy of the crisis we’re in right 
now, and just how much it’s given people the capacity to peak behind the veil of 
capitalism, and what it means for people’s lives.  

- These problems are now apparent to people in a way that perhaps they previously 
weren’t.  

- That puts us in a really politically specific space- we must act whilst there is a sense of 
solidarity and interconnectedness, and organising based on people’s needs.  

- The particular coalition of hosts of this meeting have, for a long time, been committed to 
grassroots and community organising as a way of enabling political transformation. 
That’s got to be essential going forwards, particularly in the context of COVID, it’s 
highlighting how the process of understanding people’s needs is just as important as the 
content of policy we ask for.  

- We’ve had some fantastic conversations on the economics of what a transition to these 
policies looks like, but fundamental to that is taking a step back and asking what are the 
values that currently underpin our economy, how is that revealed in a time of crisis, and 
how can we shift that value system so that we can shift the very level of the way we 
make up our economy and our society. We need to move away from extraction and 
towards equity, where power is more evenly distributed.  

 

https://rooseveltinstitute.org/public-role-in-economic-transformation-lessons-from-world-war-ii/
https://rooseveltinstitute.org/public-role-in-economic-transformation-lessons-from-world-war-ii/


 

- To some extent, the crisis has made the possibility of demanding climate justice far more 
likely. Look at how transport is being restructured in London- we’re seeing rapidly how 
lifestyle and infrastructure can be changed. 

- We’re seeing state intervention that has previously been thought of is impossible- it’s 
now people’s lifeline. That’s a different space to be organising in, understanding what 
economic intervention can look like as a positive thing.  

- We’re seeing the politicisation of people who beforehand perhaps weren’t. 
- Seeing that we can house homeless people overnight is probably quite a big wake up 

call to a lot of people.  
- What are we suggesting after the crisis? We just ask them to vacate where they’ve been 

housed? 
- People are also seeing that poverty isn’t inevitable. If you lose your job, the state can 

step in and offer you a safety net. 
- The conversations around people vs profit- we’re developing a new language and lens 

through which to discuss that. For example, look at how we’re discussing schools right 
now.  

- There has been a political awakening in a way we’ve not seen in a while. We need to act 
with that context. 

- Ultimately, the fundamental ask in the Green New Deal is an economic transformation. 
It’s a reconfiguration of our economic system, one that is currently routed in extraction 
has to be routed in equity. 

- Coronavirus is exposing just how precarious our lives are, the extent of poverty and the 
sacrifice of working class communities that has been historic, but is most apparent now.  

- It’s important to use emotive words like ‘sacrifice’- exploitation is embedded in the values 
system of our economy.  

- That switch of understanding economic power and value in working class communities is 
the transition we need to do in the context of climate justice.  

- 2 main points are how we use the lens of community organising, make a needs based 
response to this crisis, whilst asking how we fundamentally shift the value system of our 
economy so we don’t see more sacrifices from working class communities.  

- The areas that are most polluted and lack green spaces are most often in working class 
and BAME communities, which are more heavily populated. These aren’t accidents, 
they’re to do with the structure of our society.  

- Colonialism and slavery were the original forms of extraction for capital.  
 
How do we organise around this? 
 

- Mutual aid groups have been incredibly powerful. We need to talk about how we can use 
these incredible networks that show us that people are interested in cooperation. This is 
a value shift in itself- we need to think about how we keep that alive.  

- We need to make labour visible, especially with a gendered lens.  
- GND is a needs based response to climate injustice. We need to keep doing that.  

 



 

- Need to engage with people who have been politicised by COVID, and think cooperation 
works better than competition. People over profit finally makes sense as a concept to 
them.  

- Our organisers have more of an insight into disabled people’s lives. We now know how 
to make spaces more accessible to disabled people.  

- People aren’t disabled, they’re disabled by society. Our organising must emned these 
lessons moving forwards.  

 
Resources 
 

- Support TWT: https://theworldtransformed.org/support/ 
- Join TWT’s mailing list: bit.ly/TWTjoin 
- TWT’s guide to running political education online: 

https://cloud-cube-eu.s3.amazonaws.com/pupuh35gi0f8/public/documents/How_to_run_
your_meetings_online_1.pdf 

- Momentum’s mutual aid map: https://volunteercoronavirus.com/ 
- LabGND mailing list sign-up: 

https://actionnetwork.org/forms/join-labour-for-a-green-new-deal 
- Follow them on Facebook: www.facebook.com/LabGND 
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